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It  having  been  announced  in  the  Freeman's  Journal  that  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Burton,  D.D.,  had  joined  the  Church  of  Rome,  the  Dublin  Protestant 
Association  and  Reformation  Society,  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Gregg, 
adopted  an  Address  (No.  I.)  to  him,  on  his  melancholy  apostasy,  on  Wednesday, 
the  6th  of  May,  1846. 

The  reply  of  the  Rev.  Gentleman  appeared  in  the  Freeman's  Journal  of  the 
13th  inst.  (see  No.  II.  of  the  docunients). 

On  the  same  date,  the  Address  (No.  III.),  proposed  by  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Gregg, 
was  adopted  to  Dr.  Burton,  in  reply  to  his  letter. 

The  Meetings  at  which  both  Addresses  were  adopted  were  free  to  the  public, 
and  advertised  as  such. 


FBIENDLY  BEMONSTEANCE,  ETC. 


TO  THE  KEV.  NATHANIEL  BUBTON. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  DUBLIN  PROTESTANT  ASSOCIATION  AND 
REFORMATION   SOCIETY.-No.  I. 

Sir— We  pity  you  from  our  hearts.  We  are  deeply 
concerned  as  Protestants  to  perceive  that  one  of  our  num- 
ber, on  whom  length  of  days  might  be  supposed  to  have 
conferred  wisdom,  and  he  a  clergyman,  and  not  only  a 
clergyman  but  one  of  high  degree — a  "doctor  of  divinity" — 
should  be  found"  so  void  of  scriptural  feeling — so  indifferent 
to  scriptural  truth — as  to  have  been  betrayed  into  the 
unfortunate  step  of  apostatizing  from  the  ancient,'the  vene- 
rable, and  the  holy,  catholic,  and  apostolic  Church  of  Ireland, 
and  of  connecting  himself  with  the  apostate  and  schisma- 
tical  sect  of  the  Pope's  followers  in  this  kingdom. 

We  shall  for  a  while  put  the  question  of  doctrine  out  of 
view,  and  merely  ask  you  whether  you  have  not  abandoned 
the  ancient  church  of  your  country,  and  attached  yourself 
to  a  sect  that  has  only  been  established  here  since  the 
period  of  the  reformation  ?  We  can  give  you  in  every  one 
of  our  sees  the  list  of  its  bishops  up  to  the  primitive  times. 
The  succession  in  these  sees  has  been  uninterrupted  ; 
whereas,  the  bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic  sect  reach  no 
higher  than  the  times  of  Pope  Pius  IV.,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  It  was  this  very  Pope  Pius  who  intro- 
duced the  creed  called  by  his  name,  and  it  was  he  and  his 
immediate  successors  who  sent  over  into  this  country  a 
swarm  of  schismatical  bishops,  to  supplant  the  successors  of 
St.  Patrick,  to  introduce  division  where  there  bad  been 
unity,' and  to  seduce  the  people  back  again  to  the  belief  of 


the  monstrous  lies  and  absurdities  of  Popery,  which,  under 
the  guidance  of  their  bishops  and  clergy,  they  had  protested 
against  some  years  before. 

Now,  rev.  sir,  answer  us  these  questions  : — Was  not 
every  see  in  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  filled 
by  a  bishop  who  could  trace  his  spiritual  descent  from  St. 
Patrick  ?  Did  not  all  these  bishops,  except  two,  renounce 
the  errors  of  Popery  ?  Did  they  not  discover  that  transub- 
stantiation  was  a  blasphemous  fable,  and  reject  it  accord- 
ingly ?  Did  they  not  discover  that  purgatory  was  only  a 
figment  invented  to  fill  their  pockets  with  money  ?  Did 
they  not  repent  of  having  beguiled  the  people  with  so 
flagitious  a  falsehood,  and  renounce  it  accordingly  ?  Did 
they  not  discover  that  they  had  been  teaching  for  doctrines 
the  commandments  of  men,  and  in  the  spirit  of  repentance 
betake  themselves  again  to  the  word  of  God,  the  fountain 
of  living  waters  ?  Did  they  not  despise  and  abhor  them- 
selves for  having  so  long  shut  their  eyes  to  the  gross 
superstitions  of  the  Popish  system,  fling  their  idols  to  the 
moles  and  to  the  bats,  and  begin  once  again  to  bow  their 
knee  to  God  alone  ?  Did  they  not  become  heartily  ashamed 
of  all  the  babyism  of  "  that  man  of  sin,"  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Church  of  Rome — his  holy  water,  holy  oil,  holy  wax, 
holy  beads,  holy  clay,  and  holy  spittle — in  one  word,  of  all 
the  trumpery  compositions  with  which  he  pretended,  and 
does  still  pretend,  to  u  doctor"  the  soul  of  man,  his  invisible 
spirit — and  did  they  not  renounce  the  whole  ? — in  fact, 
did  they  not  discover  that  the  Pope  was  a  great  antichrist, 
and  as  such  did  they  not  protest  against  him,  renounce  his 
mummery,  fling  off  his  yoke,  and  lead  their  people  into 
liberty  ?  We  repeat,  did  not  all  the  old  bishops  of  the  Irish 
Church — the  successors  of  St.  Patrick — did  they  not  all 
act  thus  except  two — one  of  whom  retired  into  private  life, 
and  the  other  fled  the  kingdom  and  died  in  Spain  ?  and  did 
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not  the  then  Pope  and  his  successors,  on  this,  adopt  the  new, 
the  unheard  of,  and  the  monstrous  course  of  sending  over  a 
set  of  intruders,  to  push  from  their  seats  the  successors  of 
St.  Patrick  ? 

Pray,  be  so  kind  as  to  answer  us  these  questions — and 
you  must,  if  you  be  a  man  of  truth,  answer  them  in  the 
affirmative.  You  must  confess  that  it  is  unquestionably 
true,  that  the  bishops  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  Ireland  are 
nothing  whatsoever  but  a  race  of  mushroom  prelates,  lately 
imported  from  Eome,  and  had  no  existence  in  this  coun- 
try previously  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  There 
was  no  such  thing  as  two  archbishops  heard  of  in  the  see  of 
Armagh  until  282  years  ago,  when  the  Pope  commissioned 
Robert  Wainchop  to  oppose  Hugh  Goodacre,  the  successor 
of  St.  Patrick,  who  then  held  the  primacy. 

There  was  no  such  thing  as  two  archbishops  of  Dublin 
heard  of  until  266  years  ago — when  the  Pope  sent  over 
Matthew  Oviedo,  a  Spanish  Franciscan,  to  oppose  Adam 
Loftus,  the  successor  of  St.  Patrick. 

There  was  no  such  thing  as  two  archbishops  of  Cashel 
heard  of  until  268  years  ago,  until  the  Pope  sent  over 
Maurice  Gibbon  to  oppose  Miler  Magrath,  the  successor  of 
St.  Patrick. 

There  was  no  such  thing  as  two  archbishops  of  Tuam 
until  263  years  ago,  when  the  Pope  consecrated  Nicholas 
Skerritt  to  oppose  William  Laly,  the  lawful  successor  of  St. 
Patrick. 

Consequently,  it  is  the  Pope  that  has  introduced  division 
into  Ireland  ;  it  is  he  that  has  distracted  our  country  with 
two  churches  ;  it  is  he  that  has  introduced  bad  blood 
between  the  people,  making  our  island  a  byword  and  a 
reproach  for  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  destitution — a 
scoff  and  a  taunt,  and  a  wagging  of  the  head,  for  shameless 
perjury,  treacherous  covenant-breaking,  cowardly  rebellion, 
and  noon-day  assassination. 
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And  what  was  the  cause  that  stimulated  the  great  Anti- 
christ to  the  production  of  all  these  monstrous  evils?  The 
cause  was,  the  rage  he  felt  that  the  ancient  bishops  of 
Ireland,  the  successors  of  St.  Patrick,  would  not  any  longer 
bow  down  to  his  images,  or  pray  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  to 
St.  Joseph,  or  St.  Bridget  ;  to  St.  Denis,  who  walked  three 
miles  after  he  was  beheaded,  carrying  his  head  under  his 
arm,  or  to  St.  Nicholas,  who,  when  a  child  at  nurse,  would 
not  suck  on  Wednesdays  or  Fridays. 

It  was  because  of  his  rage  at  this  thing  that  the  Pope 
planted  a  new  sect  in  the  country  ;  but  he  had  another 
reason  too — oh,  yes,  he  had ;  the  ancient  bishops  of 
Ireland  had  refused  any  longer  to  pay  Peter's  pence  ;  they 
had  also  renounced  the  duty  of  kissing  the  Pope's  toe  ;  and 
on  these  accounts  it  was  that  the  Pope,  to  take  his  revenge, 
sent  over  his  schismatical  bishops,  and  has  deluged  our 
country  with  misery  and  crime. 

Such,  rev.  sir,  is  the  church  which  you  have  joined  ;  its 
bishops  are  a  novelty  ;  its  creed  is  a  novelty  ;  its  errors, 
indeed,  are  very  old.  Why  so  ?  Because  they  are  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  revival  of  the  idolatries  of  Paganism, 
and  of  those  which  the  Jews,  in  their  ancient  apostasies, 
were  guilty  of. 

But  how  comes  it,  many  will  ask,  that  a  church  so 
corrupt  as  we  state  the  Church  of  Kome  to  be,  should 
revive  in  the  astonishing  manner  that  we  all  see  it  does  ? 
The  answer  is  obvious.  The  cause  of  the  revival  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  of  the  numerous  apostasies,  which 
we  see  daily  occurrent  with  respect  to  it,  is  this :  Protes- 
tant inconsistency,  bringing  down  the  just  anger  of 
heaven  upon  us. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  1829, 
consummated  the  first  great  act  of  national  sin,  admitted 
Papists,  the  followers  of  Antichrist,  into  a  virtual  partici- 


pation  of  the  government  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
since  that  time  the  Lord  has  been  withdrawing  from  us, 
nationally,  light  and  grace.  The  result  is,  that  delusion  is 
multiplied,  and  such  individuals  as  yourself,  overcome  with 
the  seductions  of  the  masterpiece  of  Satan,  daily  fall 
away.  May  the  Lord  recover  you  from  the  snare,  and 
restore  you  from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the  glo- 
rious liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 

You  will  ask  why  we  thus  address  you  ?  We  shall  give 
you  a  plain  answer.  We  design  our  address  for  others  as 
well  as  yourself.  We  wish  that  the  Eoman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  may  perceive,  that  of  the  numerous  apostates  of 
this  strange  crisis,  scarcely  one  can  render  ;'a  reason  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  him."  In  order  that  they  may  thus  per- 
ceive the  truth  of  the  proverb — 

"  Quern  Deus  vult  perdere  prius  dementat ;" 

otherwise,  "  the  Pope  succeeds  in  getting  no  one  to  follow 
him,  whose  eyes  he  does  not  first  thrust  out." 

The  Members  of  the  Dublin 
Protestant  Association  and 
Reformation  Society. 

Whitefriars'  Hall,  Dublin,  May  6,  1846. 


No.   II. 

To  the   Gentlemen  of  the   Protestant  Association  and 

Orphan  Society. 

Dublin,  May  12,  1846. 

Gentlemen — It  would  be  highly  unbecoming  in  me  were 
I  not  to  notice  your  well-intended  address,  but  as  I  have 
ever  been  anxious  to  avoid  a  public  display,  or  to  occupy 
the  public   attention,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  be  as  brief  as 


possible,  ^Specialty  as  the  queries  proposed  have  been  al- 
ready so  repeatedly  answered. 

When  Jesus  Christ,  the  wisdom  of  the  Father,  estab- 
lished his  church  for  the  reception  of  his  elect,  he  must 
have  foreseen  the  shocks  to  which  it  was  liable  from  the 
restless  minds  of  men,  aided  by  the  powers  of  darkness, 
and  endued  it  with  a  strength  proportioned  to  its  exigen- 
cies. 'Tis  a  building  of  God,  and  not  of  man,  and  there- 
fore revolts  from  its  authority,  and  schisms  from  its  body, 
must  ever  be  viewed  with  suspicion  and  distrust ;  when 
Noah  constructed  the  ark,  under  the  direction  of  God,  a 
deviation  from  its  admirable  architecture  would  have  been 
attended  with  the  utmost  peril.  What  disastrous  pre- 
sumption would  Moses  have  not  been  thought  guilty  of, 
had  he  not,  in  the  construction  of  the  tabernacle,  adopted 
the  pattern  that  had  been  shown  him  in  the  mount  ? 

After  the  lapse  of  fifteen  hundred  years,  a  body  of  men, 
without  the  sanction  of  a  general  council,  present  us  with 
a  system  purporting  to  be  on  the  model  of  the  primitive 
church  ;  but  judge  the  difficulty  that  must  arise  in  such 
a  case,  and  after  such  a  period.  How  could  man  repair 
what  could  only  be  effected  by  the  power  of  God  ?  For 
we  believe  both  in  the  <4  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church" — the  latter  ever  directed  by  the  faithful 
guidance  of  the  former. 

This  church  is  not  responsible  for  what  the  zeal  and 
piety  of  private  individuals  may  have  advanced  from  time 
to  time  as  to  extraordinary  miracles  ;  they,  at  least,  are 
the  consequences  of  faith  in  that  miraculous  agency  which 
has  ever  attended  the  Church  of  God  from  the  beginning, 
and  hold  up  a  people  accustomed  to  supernatural  inter- 
ference, who  "  had  heard  with  their  ears,  and  whose  fathers 
had  declared  to  them,  the  noble  works  that  had  been  done 
in  their  days,  and  in  the  old  times  before  them."     These 
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stories  have  in  them  a  foundation  of  truth,  and  an  in- 
structive tendency,  and  therefore  may  be  tolerated,  as  the 
Established  Church  does  the  apocryphal  writings.  I  may 
be  permitted  to  observe,  that  all  the  separated  sects  have 
ceased  to  maintain  that  communion  with  the  church  trium- 
phant, which  tends  so  much  to  preserve  the  consistency  and 
unity  of  the  great  Catholic  family,  and  therefore  they  are 
drifting  hither  and  thither  without  pilot  and  without  com- 
pass, whilst  rationalism  is  ever  attempting  to  tile  down  the 
truth. 

I  cannot  conceive  how  the  bishops  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
could  have  been  the  genuine  successors  of  St.  Patrick, 
when  the  earthquake  had  already  taken  place  which  created 
the  gulf  that  separated  them  from  the  see  by  which  St. 
Patrick  had  been  commissioned. 

It  is  my  duty  to  exonerate  the  too  calumniated  orders 
of  Jesus  from  any  attempt  to  draw  me  over  ;  it  was  my 
own  act  to  repair  to  one  of  that  highly-gifted  body,  who,  it 
seems,  with  the  name  are  destined  also  to  bear  the  reproach 
with  the  consequent  honours  of  their  divine  Master. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  hum- 
ble servant, 

Nathaniel  Burton. 


No.  TIL 
TO  THE  REV.  NATHANIEL  BURTON. 

Address  of  the  Dublin  Protestant;   Association  and  Re- 
formation Society. 

S1R — We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  you  are  not  insen- 
sible  to   the  fact,    that   no  other  feeling  than  one  of  the 
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utmost  kindness  towards  yourself  personally  animates  the 
members  of  our  Association,  and,  we  are  convinced,  the 
whole  Protestant  body  also.  That  you  have  been  guilty 
of  an  apostasy  from  your  Master  and  only  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ,  we  believe  and  we  deplore.  You  have  "  left  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and  you  have  hewn  out  for 
yourself  cisterns,  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water." 
Alas  !  sir,  if  the  work  of  Christ  on  Calvary  were  a  "  fin- 
ished" wrork,  how  can  it  be  added  to  ?  If  the  propitiation 
that  he  made  for  sin  were  all-sufficient,  wherefore  the  talk 
about  a  fund  of  merit  growing  out  of  the  works  of  indivi- 
duals or  of  the  saints,  of  which  fund  of  merit  there  is  so 
much  glorifying,  and  we  may  add,  such  profitable  glorying, 
in  the  Church  of  Home  ?  Can  a  treasury  that  possesses  a 
supply  infinitely  precious  be  made  richer  ?  Does  not  the 
idea  of  increasing  a  supply  necessarily  involve  at  the  same 
time  an  idea  of  its  present  defectiveness  ?  And  then,  to 
revert  to  another  subject  :  Why  should  man  resort  to  the 
mediatorial  advocacy  of  "  the  saints,"  when  the  omnipresent, 
omnipotent,  and  ever  gracious  mediator,  Jesus  Christ,  in- 
cessantly appeals  to  the  children  of  misery  and  of  afflic- 
tion, with  the  touching  invitation  and  its  accompanying 
promise — il  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  Was  it  because 
you  found  him  weak  that  you  embraced  a  system  which 
appoints  along  with  him  co-mediators  to  the  Father? — or 
was  it  because  you  found  him  false  to  his  word,  and  that 
he  would  not  receive  you  when  you  came  alone,  that  you 
placed  yourself  under  circumstances  in  which  you  could 
hope  to  enjoy  a  mediatorship  that  would  introduce  you  to 
him  favourably  ?  You  have  abandoned  Christ ;  you  have 
apostatized  from  his  church  ;  but  you  need  not  fear  at  her 
hands,  or  at  those  of  any  of  her  children,  curses,  impreca- 
tions, unkindness.  or  "  excommunication  by  bell,  book,  and 
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candle."  We  regret  your  misfortune  ;  but  we  would  not 
persecute  yourself.  Having  disenthralled  ourselves  from 
the  tyranny  of  Rome,  we  will  neither  emulate  nor  copy  it ; 
and  our  worst  wish  for  you  is,  that  you  may  be  brought  to 
see  and  to  flee  from  the  errors  by  which  you  have  been 
deluded. 

We  grant  you  that  when  Jesus  Christ  ("  in  whom  dwelleth 
all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  to  whom  be  glory 
for  ever  and  ever !")  established  his  Church  for  the  reception 
of  his  elect,  he  foresaw  the  shocks  to  which  it  would  be 
subject,  the  revolts  from  its  authority,  and  the  schismatical 
abjurations  of  its  unity,  which  would  take  place  to  the  end 
of  time.  He  foresaw  them  ;  yes,  sir,  and  he  foretold  them, 
too.  He  announced  to  us,  in  the  inspired  language  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  there  would  come  a  great  apostasy  ;  that 
it  would  revive  the  ancient  principles  of  Paganism  •  that 
it  would  inculcate  those  doctrines  concerning  demons,  or 
the  mediatorship  of  dead  men,  which  had  taken  so  strong 
a  hold  both  of  the  Jewish  and  of  the  Pagan  mind,  and 
which  were  the  foundation  of  their  idolatry.  Baal  was  a 
canonized  dead  man  ;  the  Baalim  were  canonized  dead 
men  ;  Jupiter,  Mercury,  Saturn,  and  Cybele,  Ceres,  Escu- 
lapius,  Hercules,  Romulus,  and  countless,  others,  were 
canonized  men  and  women  ;  individuals  supposed  to  be 
received  after  their  death  into  the  society  of  heaven,  and  to  be 
thus  enabled  to  mediate  between  their  suppliants  and  the 
deity  ;  and  such  as  they  were,  such  your  saints  are  sup- 
posed to  be.  The  revolt  that  should  revive  this  idolatry 
was  foreseen  and  foretold.  Its  vows  of  celibacy,  and  monas- 
tic institutions  in  general  ;  its  forbidding  of  marriages, 
and  its  commands  to  abstain  from  meats  ;  its  injunctions 
of  "  touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not ;"  its  voluntary  humi- 
lity, and  worshipping  of  angels  ;  intruding  into  those 
things  which  are  not  seen  ;   the  Man  of  Sin,  who  is  at  its 
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bead,  who  opposeth  and  exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is 
called  God  and  that  is  worshipped  ;  for  he  boasts  not  only 
that  he  can  himself  produce  the  Son  of  God  upon  his 
altars,  but  that  he  can  authorize  others  likewise  so  to  do  : 
this  Man  of  Sin,  and  his  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  Church, 
and  all  the  details  of  the  apostasy,  were  foretold.  In  fact,  it 
is  expressly  foretold  in  Scripture  that  the  Church  of  Eome 
should  fall,  should  revolt  from  God,  should  draw  almost  all 
mankind  into  rebellion  against  him  ;  and  the  prediction  of 
this  dread  apostasy  is  accompanied  with  distinct  commands 
that  it  should  be  utterly  renounced,  protested  against,  and 
abandoned. 

Hence,  so  far  was  the  separation  from  the  Church  of 
Eome,  which  separation  took  place  at  the  time  of  the 
Reformation,  from  requiring  "  the  sanction  of  a  general 
council,"  as  you  seem  to  think,  that  had  ten  thousand 
general  councils  commanded  union  with  that  church,  their 
commands  could  not  have  sanctioned  that,  which  God 
himself  had  expressly  and  positively  forbidden.  For  our 
separation  from  that  church,  we  exhibit  the  warrant  of  the 
Most  High,  who  cries,  "  Come  out  of  her  my  people,  that 
ye  partake  not  of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her 
plagues."  And  you,  sir,  who  have  united  yourself  with  the 
apostate  church,  have  done  so  under  the  denunciations  of 
heaven  ;  for  "  if  any  man  worship  the  Beast,  and  his 
image,  and  receive  his  mark  in  his  forehead,  or  in  his 
hand,  the  same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of 
God,  which  is  poured  out  without  mixture  into  the  cup  of 
his  indignation." 

What  is  his  mark  ?  It  is  the  mysterious  number  $6Q. 
Sir,  66 G  is  now  written  on  your  forehead  ;  it  is  branded  there 
in  letters  of  fire ;  it  is  invisible  to  man,  but  it  is  visible  to 
angels  ;  for,  remember,  the  Greek  for  "  apostate"  exactly 
makes  666.  Oh,  sir,  recover  yourself  while  it  is  called  to-day  ; 
go  to  the  fountain  which  is  open  for  sin,  and  wash  from  your 
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forehead  the  mark  of  your  apostasy,  or  else  "  the  smoke  of 
your  torment  will  ascend  up  for  ever  and  ever,  and  you  will 
have  no  rest  night  nor  day."  We  speak  to  you  in  love 
and  in  affection. 

You  tell  us  that  "  the  Church  [of  Rome]  is  not  respon- 
sible for  what  the  zeal  and  piety  of  private  individuals  may 
have  advanced  from  time  to  time,  as  to  extraordinary 
miracles.  They,  at  least,  are  the  consequences  of  faith  in 
that  miraculous  agency  which  has  ever  attended  the 
Church  of  God  from  the  beginning,  and  hold  up  a  people 
accustomed  to  supernatural  interference."  You  allude 
here,  of  course,  to  our  mention  of  the  miracle  of  St.  Denis, 
who,  after  his  head  was  cut  off,  carried  it  three  miles  in  his 
hands  ;  and,  to  the  little  less  astonishing  miracle  of  Saint 
Nicholas,  who  (pious  baby!)  when  a  child  at  the  breast, 
would  not  suck  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays.  We  said 
nothing  of  St.  Raymond  of  Pennaflor,  who  crossed  an  arm 
of  the  sea,  sailing  on  his  own  cloak  ;  nor  of  that  other 
distinguished  saint,  Philip  of  Neri,  whose  piety  was  of  so 
fervid  a  description  that  the  beating  of  his  heart  broke  two 
of  his  ribs.  You  call  these  "  miracles  !"  Alas,  sir,  your 
delusion  is  complete.  Yet  you  scarcely  go  so  far.  So 
much  of  the  common  sense  of  Protestantism  still  sticks  to 
you,  that  you  shrink  from  committing  yourself  to  a  confes- 
sion of  belief  in  manifest  impostures,  and  you  attribute  the 
legends  (contemptible  and  ludicrous  as  they  are)  to  "the 
zeal  and  the  piety  of  private  individuals." 

Reverend  sir,  allow  us  to  set  you  right.  You  will  find 
the  whole  mystery  solved  in  2nd  Thessaluiiians  ii.  9  to  11. 
The  coming  of  the  Man  of  Sin  is  there  announced  to  be 
about  to  be  "  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power 
and  signs  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  deceivableness 
of  unrighteousness  in  them  that  perish."  And  why  was 
this  ?     "  Because  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth 


14 

that  they  might  be  saved  ;  and  for  this  cause  God 
shall  send  them  strong  delusion  that  they  should  be- 
lieve a  lie.''  There,  sir,  is  the  solution  of  the  mystery. 
If  there  be  " supernatural  interference"  in  the  matter,  the 
interference  is  diabolical.  But  if  the  "  miracles"  are  rather 
to  be  considered  legendary  lies,  then  that  belief  which  you 
attribute  to  "  the  zeal  and  piety  of  private  individuals"  is 
nothing  more  than  the  result  of  a  judicial  blindness, 
inflicted  as  a  punishment  for  a  want  of  love  of  the  truth. 

You  next  say  "that  you  cannot  conceive  how  the 
bishops  of  Queen  Elizabeth  could  have  been  the  genuine 
successors  of  St.  Patrick,  when  the  earthquake  had  already 
taken  place,  which  created  the  gulf  that  separated  them 
from  the  See  by  which  St.  Patrick  had  been  commissioned." 
We  confess  that  we  cannot  conceive  how  you  find  a  diffi- 
culty in  this  matter  ;  for  it  seems  to  us  to  be  extremely 
simple. 

They  were,  then,  the  "genuine  successors  of  St.  Patrick," 
because  they  were  genuine  bishops  in  the  Church  which 
St.  Patrick  planted,  and  derived  their  authority  from  their 
predecessors,  who  had  derived  it  from  their  predecessors 
before,  and  these  from  a  former  generation,  and  so  on, 
until  we  come  to  that  race  of  primitive  Irish  bishops  who 
were  ordained  by  our  great  apostle  himself.  They  were, 
in  fact,  his  successors,  because  they  succeeded  him,  and 
they  were  more  emphatically  still  his  successors,  because 
they  shook  off  the  yoke  of  the  Pope,  when  they  discovered 
that  he  had  betrayed  his  Master,  and  thus  had  become  that 
man  of  sin,  and  son  of  perdition,  the  subject  of  so  many 
fearful  predictions  in  the  word  of  God. 

Consequently,  sir,  it  stands  irrefutable  that  you  have 
not  only  joined  a  church  which  is,  in  point  of  doctrine, 
apostate,  but  which  is  also,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  branch 
of  it  that  exists  in  Ireland,  a  novel  and  a  mushroom  sect. 
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It  appears  from  your  kindly  letter,  that  it  was  not  the 
Jesuits  who  sought  you,  hut  you  who  sought  the  Jesuits. 
"  And  Judas  Iscariot,  one  of  the  twelve,  went  unto  the  chief 
priests,  to  betray  him  unto  them,  and  when  they  heard  it, 
they  were  glad." — Mark  xiv.  10,  11.  He  went  unto  them 
— they  did  not  come  to  him — the  greater  traitor  he  ! 
"  And  when  they  heard  it,  they  were  glad."  Yes,  sir,  and 
not  one  whit  less  guilty  than  if  they  had  originated  the 
apostasy  that  they  rejoiced  over.  Alas,  once  our  brother 
in  Christ,  but  now  an  alien  from  the  common  wealth  of 
Israel,  and  a  stranger  to  the  covenant  of  promise,  how  art 
thou  fallen  !  Thine  own  guilt  aggravated  in  its  character, 
and  that  of  thy  miserable  accomplices  nothing  the  less  ! 
They  are  Jesuits,  and  they  bear  "  an  honoured  name." 
Yes,  sir,  and  they  have  dishonoured  it.  For,  find  out  one 
single  word  which  means  knavery,  chicanery,  hypocrisy, 
and  worldly-mindedness,  with  a  sanctimonious  varnish  over 
all,  and  what  word  is  that  ?  That  word  is  "Jesuitry  ;"  and 
when  we  want  to  designate  a  deeply-malignant  pretender, 
we  call  him  "Jesuit."  Oh,  sir,  God  is  true,  however  much 
men  prove  themselves  liars  ;  and  we  find  his  truth  fear- 
fully magnified,  when  we  perceive  that  he  has  not  allowed 
even  the  sweet,  the  sacred,  the  venerable  name  of  his  ador- 
able Son,  to  invest  with  the  slightest  degree  of  respect- 
ability that  which  is  base,  or  with  the  least  reputation  for 
holiness,  that  which  is  profane. 

There  is  one  thought  in  your  letter  we  had  almost  for- 
gotten. You  have  been  led  to  believe,  that  because  we  do 
not  pray  to  the  saints  departed,  we  therefore  are  devoid  of 
communion  with  them,  and  thus  brought  by  the  Church  of 
Ireland  to  relinquish  belief  in  "  the  communion  of  saints," 
which  is  one  of  the  articles  of  the  creed.  The  objection, 
rev.  sir,  indicates  on  your  part  (you  will  pardon  us  for 
the  plainness  with  which  we  speak)  a   total   ignorance  of 
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the  spirit  and  power  of  religion.  Christ  is  the  Head  of 
the  Church,  and  it  is  by  growing  up  into  him  in  all  things, 
that  the  whole  body  of  his  members  in  heaven  and  earth 
is  fitly  joined  together. — (Eph.  iv.  15,  16.)  The  whole 
church  is  one  body.  Of  that  glorious  body,  every  indivi- 
dual believer  is  a  member  ;  and  united  with  Christ,  we 
have  fellowship  one  with  another  ;  united  unto  him,  we 
are  come  unto  Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  com- 
pany of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the 
first-born  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the 
judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 
But  they  who  do  not  hold  the  head,  as  certainly  Papists  by 
their  profession  cannot  do,  have  lost  the  principle  of  unity, 
can  have  no  communion  with  the  world  of  holy  spirits ;  nor 
should  they  fail  to  draw  the  conclusion,  that  any  spirits 
with  which  they  hold  communion  are  familiar  spirits — 
spirits  to  whom  is  reserved  the  blackness  of  darkness  for 
ever — with  whom,  if  they  communicate  in  this  life,  they 
may  expect  to  perish  in  another  everlastingly.  Such  is 
the  miserable  "communion  of  saints"  into  a  belief  of  which 
you  are  deluded — a  communion  of  saints,  which  can  only 
be  connected  with  a  false  peace  in  this  life,  and  with 
misery  in  another. 

"  Fly,  while  it  is  called  to-day  ;  escape  for  thy  life  ; 
look  not  behind  thee,  neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain  ; 
escape  to  the  mountain  (see  Isaiah  ii.  2,)  lest  thou  be 
consumed." 

We  remain,  unfortunate  sir,  your  mourning  but  sin- 
cere friends,  and  late  brethren, 

The  Members  of  the  Dublin  Protestant 
Association  and  Reformation  Society. 

WTiitefriars'  Hall,  13th  May,  1846. 


